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Volunteers give up weekend for others 
Jill Biden makes surprise visit to Wilmington to praise service projects 

BY KELLY BOTHUM • THE NEWS JOURNAL • JANUARY 25, 2009  
 

It may have been his idea to replace the traditionally fancy-pants inaugural ball with a three-day statewide 
push for volunteerism, but even Gov. Jack Markell had to admit Saturday he was surprised by the turnout 
during the Better Delaware Weekend of Caring. 

"This is so much bigger than I expected," Markell said during a stop at the 
Shipyard Shops on Wilmington's Riverfront, where volunteers of all ages 
spent most of the day making homemade cards for deployed soldiers and 
dropping off food, clothing and household donations to help the state's 
less-fortunate. 

Turns out, it was big enough for even the governor to get upstaged at his 
own event. 

Jill Biden, fresh off last week's inaugural activities in Washington, made 
an unexpected visit -- at least to the 200 volunteers in attendance -- to the 
Shipyard Shops to promote the United Way and other volunteer efforts. 
She praised Markell's decision to hold the weekend of service in lieu of an 
inaugural ball, comparing it with the day of service President Barack 
Obama  held before his own inauguration. 

For his part, Markell used the second lady's surprise visit to further amplify 
the spirit of volunteerism among the audience, many of whom were 
participating in their first organized volunteer effort. 

"I pinch myself we have Dr. Biden here when just this week she moved 
into a new house. She also has a new job," said Markell, who wore a 
neon-green "Got time?" T-shirt over his regular attire. "And she comes 
home to Delaware and look where she is." 

Across the state, hundreds of volunteers turned out to participate in more 
than 30 projects, from patching and painting walls, sorting food donations 
and helping to build houses. 

"Our goal is one person, one hour," said Cindy Pettinaro Wilkinson, who 
helped organize the effort at Shipyard Shops. "We want people to 
understand they don't have to volunteer long hours to make a difference." 

In Dover, about 50 volunteers from Delaware State University's College of 
Health and Public Policy showed up for the first health fair at the Capitol 
Park Community Center. Volunteers checked blood pressure, screened 
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Wilmington Fire Department explorers Ammar Mills, 19, of 
Wilmington and Amanda Dunford, 18, of New Castle clean up 
loose branches Saturday at the historic Riverview Cemetery 
during the Better Delaware Weekend of Caring. 
(Buy photo) 
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Jill Biden, shown with Gov. Jack Markell, made an unexpected 
visit at the Shipyard Shops to promote volunteerism. 
(Buy photo) 



blood glucose and cholesterol levels and administered HIV tests. 
Volunteers in Newark came to the aid of three programs -- Emmaus House, the Hope Dining Room and 
the Newark Empowerment Center -- as part of "Newark Cares," a two-day event created to coincide with 
the weekend of service. In addition to bringing donations, they also cleaned, helped cook and provided 
child care. 

At Riverview Cemetery in Wilmington, a giant pile of Christmas decorations, trash bags and evergreen 
tree branches revealed the efforts of about 100 people who turned out despite windy weather  to clean 
up the historic cemetery where 36,000 people are buried. The volunteers included 20 men from Plummer 
and Webb Community Correctional Centers in Wilmington who have been part of an ongoing effort to 
spruce up the 87-acre cemetery by trimming grass and picking up-ended headstones. 

"The Plummer Center is in this community so I feel we have a responsibility to contribute in a positive 
way," Warden Steven Wesley said. "This is a special project for us. A lot of these guys have never done 
this kind of stuff before. As offenders, they have a responsibility to give back." 

Back in the warmth of the Shipyard Shops, Alexandria Graham of Newark and Kendra Wooten of 
Wilmington were giving back by coloring thank-you cards for overseas soldiers. The 8-year-olds also 
marveled over their brush with fame after getting the chance to meet Markell, "a big important guy," 
according to Alexandria. 

"I think it's really cool to be volunteering," said Kendra, who made four cards, adorning them with stickers 
and the words "Thank You." "More people should do it." 

Shirley Brooks, co-presidents of Delaware Boots on the Ground, said organizers had expected about 50 
people to show up, but were thrilled with the several hundred volunteers who filled the rows of tables all 
morning and afternoon. "We love having this problem," she said. 

The group got a further boost from Biden, who has volunteered extensively on behalf of the grass-roots 
organization. She thanked volunteers for keeping the soldiers in their thoughts, noting that Delaware 
Attorney General Beau Biden, who had returned for the inauguration of his father, Vice President Joe 
Biden , was en route Saturday back to Iraq. 

"To come here and write letters to the soldiers means so much to me," said Biden, who was greeted with 
thunderous cheers and applause from volunteers. "It's just a privilege to be here." 

Volunteer events continue throughout the state today, but Markell said he hopes the weekend will spur 
people to consider making volunteerism more than just a special occasion. 

"At a time when the state's finances are challenged, this is when people are turning to the state for help," 
said Markell, who was joined by Lt. Gov. Matt Denn and some members of his Cabinet. "This is exactly 
when we need to help each other most." 

That was the perspective of Annisa Partee, who dropped off a big bag of clothing at the Shipyard Shops 
for donation, but then stuck around to help sort clothes with other volunteers. She found out about the 
event through her employer, Citigroup, one of several companies that asked its employees to donate their 
time during the weekend of service. 

While Biden's visit caught many off guard, United Way president Michelle Taylor used some levity to get 
the crowd focused on the cause at hand. 

"We can go back to work," Taylor said to laughs. 

Staff reporter James Merriweather contributed to this story. Contact Kelly Bothum at 324-2962 or 
kbothum@delawareonline.com. 
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  Katmido302 wrote:

More than 119 Delaware 4-H Adult Volunteers, Jr. Leaders and staff met Saturday, 
Jan. 24, to receive a full day’s training in Georgetown to enhance their volunteer skills 
and improve their outreach impact to Delaware families. Each year, 4-H convenes in 
a rotating county. 4-H is a community of young people across America who are 
learning leadership, citizenship and life skills under the guidance of caring adults. 
Univ. of DE Director of Cooperative Extension Dr. Jan Seitz, reminded the volunteers 
that their commitment to Delaware youth, particularly as families face harsh economic 
realities, is now more important than ever. 4-H teaches renewable resources, 
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Kelly Buckman (left) and Gillian McCarren, both 13 and Shue-
Medill Middle School students, organize a year's supply of 
diapers at Emmaus House in Newark. 
(Buy photo) 

THOSE IN NEED 
The clothing, household goods and diaper donations collected 
Saturday at Shipyard Shops in Wilmington will be distributed to 
several local organizations, including the Ministry of Caring and 
Child Inc., said Cindy Pettinaro Wilkinson, who helped organize 
the volunteer event. 
Although most items are earmarked for non-profit organizations, 
anyone in need may visit the former L.L. Bean store at Shipyard 
Shops from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday. For 
more information, call 218-4411. 
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promotes community service and offers vital afterschool programs. It proudly partners 
with U.S. military families with Operation Military Kids. For more information about 
joining Delaware 4-H visit: http://ag.udel.edu/extension/4h/ 
Join 4-H and "Make the Best Better!" 
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That's my boy! keep up the good work Ammar. 
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